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Greetings once again from Parliament!
The Kiwi Party’s Pledges
In last month’s issue I detailed the first five of the Kiwi Party’s pledges. Here are a further 
eight:

The Kiwi Party will:

• Put victims’ rights, including full restoration for property crime, before criminals 
rights with no bail, parole or home detention for violent criminals. 

• Introduce income splitting for couples with dependent children, increase NZ 
Superannuation and reduce the burden of rates by removing GST.

• Reduce hospital waiting lists through patient focused funding involving both public 
and private hospitals.

• Protect every family’s recreational hunting and fishing rights and ban the aerial 
application of 1080 poison.

• Establish a nationwide goal of house purchase affordability at 4 times the average 
wage.

• Recognise parents as being primarily responsible for the education of their children 
and ensure funding follows the student.

• Change the law and practice to that the number of abortions is greatly reduced 
and require parental consent prior to under age abortions.

• Address the social consequences resulting from the Prostitution Reform Act.

The referendum on smacking
Parliament’s Speaker, Margaret Wilson, confirmed to Parliament on 26 August that there 
will be a Citizens’ Initiated Referendum on the question of “Should a smack, as part of 
good parental correction, be a criminal offence in New Zealand?” 

I am delighted that a referendum is to be held on this issue and am confident that around 
80% of New Zealanders will answer “No” to that question. However, sadly, under current 
New Zealand law, the referendum will not be binding. That is ridiculous. The effort, lead 
by Kiwi Party leader Larry Baldock, to collect 310,000 signatures to force a referendum 
was a colossal and time consuming exercise. The resultant referendum should be binding. 

It is also unacceptable that, after poll after poll has shown that around 80% of New 
Zealanders do not agree with the “no smacking for correction” law, that none of Labour, 
National, NZ First, the Maori Party, the Greens or United Future are committed to repeal 
even if the referendum is successful! Bluntly, that is anti-democratic. The Kiwi Party by 
contrast has pledged to repeal the law as part of our negotiations with National to form 
the new Government. 
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It is also an absolute outrage that Prime Minister Helen Clark has ruled out a referendum 
on this issue on the polling day for this year’s elections. She has instead decided that it 
will be held by way of a postal ballot in 2009. I’m saddened by that decision because of 
the contempt which it shows for the democratic process. Frankly, the arguments she has 
put up against having the referendum as part of this year’s elections are as shallow as a 
bird bath. 

The Winston Peters saga
When I sent my letter to the Speaker of the House on 21 July raising the possibility that 
the undeclared $100,000 gift by Owen Glenn to Winston Peters’ lawyer (and a further 
$100,000 from other unknown sources) could constitute a breach of privilege, I had no 
idea that it would lead to a political storm of epic proportions! 

I’m sure the whole country knows by now that the Speaker decided to refer my letter to 
Parliament’s Privileges Committee and that their investigation into this matter is 
continuing as I write. 

For your interest and information I attach hereto a copy of the letter I sent to the Speaker 
on 21 July. 

I would like, however, to make one point clear. I have no wish to mount some kind of 
vendetta against Winston Peters as he claims. My interest is in ensuring that the truth 
about this matter is discovered in the interests of justice. Sunlight is the best disinfectant 
and it is vitally important, given New Zealand’s well deserved reputation as one of the 
least corrupt nations in the world, to ensure that any hint of shady or dishonest dealings 
are brought into the light.

Other Kiwi Party news and policies
The Kiwi Party’s policy on New Zealand Superannuation, Housing Affordability, and State 
Owned Enterprises have now been posted on the Party’s website. To view those 
documents, and other policy announcements, I encourage you to take a moment to visit 
the website at www.thekiwiparty.org.nz so that you have a clear understanding of what 
the Party is offering in this year’s elections. 

Pass it on
Please send a copy of this Chronicle on to your friends and family. I’m always keen to add 
additional names to the circulation list. I hope you will remain on our list but should you 
wish to unsubscribe, please send an email by return.

With warmest regards,

Gordon Copeland
Independent Member of Parliament
Parliament Buildings, Wellington
Ph: (04) 470 6990.  Fax: (04) 4396429
Email gordon.copeland@parliament.govt.nz
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